[Pneumoreduction in the treatment of emphysema: preliminary results].
The results of the first three pulmonary reduction operations performed at our hospital for the palliative treatment of pulmonary emphysema are described. The upper third of the upper right lobe and part of the middle lobe were resected in two patients. An upper right lobectomy was performed on the third. Goretex coated autosutures were used and pleurosis was performed with talcum on the upper third of the hemithorax. Drains with -5 cmH2O suction were inserted. We emphasize the advance stage of disease of the three patients and the good outcomes observed in terms of survival, hospital stay and improvement in lung function and symptoms. We discuss the functional improvement resulting from lung reduction in cancer patients if the resected area is emphysematous.